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Today’s weather 
Cloudy 
and damp. 
E High: 45 
Low: 39 


Tuesday: Foggy, 51 |32 
Wednesday: Colder, 37 |25 


Weather report, A2 


Metro&State 


How Maryland's court 
case could affect Ohio 


The U.S. Supreme Court 
will hear a suit by Republi- 
cans who don’t like the way 
Democrats drew up a Mary- 
land congressional district. 
We look at how Ohio could be 
affected. A4 


Musician dies: Ralph Carney, 
one of the most talented 
and eclectic musicians to 
come from Northeast Ohio, 
has passed away. He was 
61. AG 


Nation &World 


Putin thanks Trump 
for terrorism tip 


Russian President Vladimir 
Putin phones President Don- 
ald Trump to thank him for a 
tip from the CIA that thwarted 
a terrorist attack being 
planned in St. Petersburg. AS 


Christmas wish: A Texas 
girl’s letter to Santa asking 
for food and a blanket sparks 
donations from around the 
country. A8 


Forum 


Who deserves credit 
for healthy economy? 


Commentary: Is Donald 
Trump or Barack Obama re- 
sponsible for creating today’s 
strong economy? Neither. 
That credit belongs to Fed 
chief Janet Yellen. A7 


Sports 


Cavs win fifth in a row, 
beat Wizards, 106-99 


Kevin Love leads the Cavs 
with 25 points as they van- 
quish the Wizards in Wash- 
ington. LeBron James adds 
20 points, 12 rebounds and 
15 assists for his third con- 
secutive triple double. B1 


Diversions 


SZA looks back on her 
very successful year 
Recording artist SZA has 
had multiple songs chart in 
the Top 40 and she has five 
nominations at the upcom- 
ing Grammy Awards. “It’s 
wild. It’s awesome. ... Like, 
I’m in awe.” P1 
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Analysis 


The tradeoff in the Republican tax bill 


Under-the-radar increase awaits individuals 


ANDREW VAN DAM 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Republi- 
cans are paying for a per- 
manent cut for corporations 
with an under-the-radar tax 
increase on individuals. 
Senate rules require the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act not 
to add to the federal deficit 
after 10 years. Failing to 


meet that window would 
result in legislative defenes- 
tration, as it would require 
60 votes in a Senate that has 
only 52 Republicans. 

The bill aims to cut cor- 
porate taxes in perpetuity, 
under the theory that to do 
anything less would be to 
create uncertainty for cor- 
porations. But to do so and 
still have the bill not be a 


money loser after a decade, 
they need to raise extra 
funds somewhere. 

That’s why Republicans 
can’t just let the individual 
tax cuts expire, as they do 
at the end of 2025, but they 
actually need to raise money 
to offset the permanent cor- 
porate tax reduction. 

Thanks to a preliminary 
estimate from the nonpar- 


tisan Joint Committee on 


alongside the final bill Fri- 


day, we know it’s individual | 
taxpayers who ultimately 


bear the cost of the tax bill. 


The explanation is multifac- i 


eted. 

As the Senate’s former top 
tax aide and New York Uni- 
versity professor Lily Batch- 


elder pointed out on Twitter i 


on Friday evening: 


sEE ANALYSIS | A8 | 


| Russia probe 
Taxation that was released : 


President Donald Trump 
says he won't fire special 
counsel Robert Mueller 
as the Republican effort 
to discredit the Russia 
probe heats up. Also, a 
spokesman for Mueller’s 


i team rejects allegations 
: that it improperly obtained 


Trump transition emails 
as part of the inquiry into 
Russian influence in the 
2016 election. AS 


Cuyahoga County 


Group 
aims to 
boost 
housing 


Homelessness’ 
end on its sights 


EMILY BAMFORTH 
ebamforth@ cleveland.com 


The Housing First co- 
alition is on track to end 
long-term homelessness in 
Cuyahoga County by 2020. 

Housing First will com- 
plete its 13th housing 
project in 2019, bringing 
the number of units to 
781. 

Since 2006, the or- 
ganization has reduced 
long-term homelessness 
in Cuyahoga County by 
86 percent, from more 
than 800 homeless to less 
than 200, according to the 
agency’s data. 

Long-term homeless- 
ness is defined as being 
homeless over a 12-month 
period or periods totaling 
12 months over a three- 
year period. The orga- 
nization works to create 
permanent housing and 
provide job, mental health, 
recovery and other sup- 
port services. 

It also puts a focus on 
helping people with dis- 
abilities or mental health 
problems, which can be a 
major factor in becoming 
homeless. 

Homelessness will not 
completely disappear in 
the county. Long-term 
homelessness accounts for 
20 percent of the county’s 
homeless population, but 
the long-term homeless 
use 70 percent of emer- 
gency services in shelters, 
hospitals and the justice 
system, according to Hous- 
ing First. 

Housing First brings to- 
gether a number of private 
and public organizations. 


see HOMELESS | A4 


Fast enough 
for you, Mom? 


LISA DEJONG | THE PLAIN DEALER 


aureen Razov and her 7-year-old son Milo Razov of Kirtland, fly 

down the 700-foot-long toboggan chute at The Chalet Recreation 

ea at the Cleveland Metroparks' Mill Stream Run Reservation 

in Strongsville on Sunday on their first run ever. “Were you freaking out 


a little, Mom?” asked Milo, who said he wasn’t scared a bit. Visitors can 
race each other on the dual 65-foot-high refrigerated chutes. Speeds hover 
around 40 mph. The Chalet is celebrating 50 years of tobogganing this 


year. They have expanded hours until 10:30 p.m. during the holidays. For 
details, visit: https://clevelandmetroparks.com/parks/visit/activities/event- 
activity-types/tobogganing 


Retirement 
funds 


Brown, 
Dems have 


plan to aid 
pensions 


Loan would enable 
retirees to be paid 


STEPHEN KOFF 
skoff@cleveland.com 


WASHINGTON — Ohio 
U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown 
and top Democratic lead- 
ers want to lend billions of 
dollars to troubled union 
pension plans. 

The pension managers 
could take some of the 
money and pay former 
truck drivers, ironwork- 
ers, coal miners, clerks, 
bakers and confectioners 
their monthly retirement 
checks. 

Pension managers could 
invest the rest so their 
funds become solvent over 
time. 

The government could 
recoup a lot of its money 
in 30 years — but probably 
not all of it. 

To skeptics, this seems 
like a government bailout 
full of risks. 

Rachel Greszler, a Heri- 
tage Foundation research 
fellow, recently said it 
sounds like “bottomless 
bailouts” and “a recipe for 
disaster.” 

These troubled pension 
obligations, after all, could 
eventually top $600 bil- 
lion. 

To retirees who fear 
losing their pensions, it 
sounds like a plan to give 
American workers the 
same kind of consideration 
Congress and presidents 
gave Wall Street banks, 
Detroit automakers and 
underwater homeowners 
after the financial crash of 
2007-2008. 

“These workers are not 
asking for a handout,” 
Brown said Wednesday. 


SEE PENSIONS | A4 
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GIVE CHRISTMAS JOY 
TO A FAMILY IN NEED 


For many, the holidays are a time 
of celebrations, traditions and joy. 


For many others who are 
struggling, it is a time of 
increased stress and depression. 
You can help those families 

in need by donating today. 
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DONATE ONLINE AT 
SalvationArmyOhio.org 
OR CALL TODAY AT 
1-800-SAL-ARMY 


